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IN RELATIQD ASE, EXCHANGE, AND REDEMPTION OF THE 


COINS OF THE UNITED STATES. 







Department No. 93. 





Creasury Department, 
SeptemleP 24, 1874. 





Ind. Treasury No. 18, 





The following provisions of law, contained in the sixteenth and thirtieth sections of the Coinage Act 
of 1873, are hereby published for the information of all whom it may concern : 


“SECTION 16. That the minor coins of the United States shall be a five-cent piece, a three-cent piece, 
and a one-cent piece, and the alloy for the five and three-cent pieces shall be of copper and nickel, to be 
composed of three-fourths copper and one-fourth nickel; and the alloy of the one-cent piece shall be ninety- 
five per centum of copper and five per centum of tin and zine, in such proportions as shall be determined 
by the Director of the Mint. The weight of the piece of five cents shall be seventy-seven and sixteen- 
hundredths grains, troy; of the three-cent piece, thirty grains; and of the one-cent piece, forty-eight 
grains ; which coius shall be a legal tender, at their nominal value, for any amount not exceeding twenty- 
five cents in any one payment. 

““ SECTION 30. That the minor coins authorized by this act may, at the discretion of the Director of the 
Mint, be delivered in any of the principal cities and towns of the United States at the cost of the mint 
for transportation, and shall be exchangeable at par at the mint in Philadelphia, at the discretion of the 
Superintendent, for any coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel heretofore authorized by law; and it 
shall be lawful for the Treasurer and the several Assistant Treasurers and Depositaries of the United 
States to redeem, in lawful money, under such rules as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
all copper, bronze, and copper-nickel coins authorized by law when presented in sums of not less than 
twenty dollars; and whenever, under this authority, these coins are presented for redemption in such 
quantity as to show the amount outstanding to be redundant, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
and required to direct that such coinage shall cease until otherwise ordered by him.” 


PURCHASE OF MINOR COINS. 


Persons desiring to purchase the minor coins issued under the above act, are informed that they will 
be issued to them in exchange, at par, for lawful money of the United States, in sums of twenty dollars 
or multiples thereof. 

_  Applications-forthe coins must be made, in all cases, to the Superintendent of the Mint of the United 
States at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, accompanied by the necessary funds; on the receipt of which, or 


as soon thereafter as practicable, such minor coins, to the amount of the remittance, will be forwarded, at 
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the cost of the mint, to any of the principal towns or cities of the United States as desired. 

Remittances for this purpose may also be made in post-office money orders or sight drafts, payable in 
Philadelphia or New York, to the order of said Superintendent. 

Persons making application for these minor coins will state particularly the denomination required— 
whether one, three, or five-cent pieces—and will write plainly the address to which the coins are to be 


forwarded. 
EXCHANGE OF MINOR COINS. | 


The minor coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel, referred to as authorized by law before the pas- 
sage of the Coinage Act of 1873, are as follows, viz: (1) Large copper cents issued prior to 1857; (2) 
nickel-copper. cents issued from 1857 to 1864; (3) bronze cents issued from 1864 to 1873; (4) bronze two- 
cent pieces; (5) copper-nickel three-cent pieces ; and (6) copper-nickel five-cent pieces. 

Persons holding these coins and desiring their exchange for the minor coins authorized to be issued 
by the sixteenth section of the Coinage Act of 1873, above published, may present or forward the same 
for this purpose to the Superintendent of the Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 
es containing twenty dollars or multiples thereof, properly assorted and separated by the denomi- 


SRS ale issue above specified. 
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Kach package must be accompanied by a list setting forth the aggregate amount of coin which the 
package contains, and the amount of each denomination and issue, togetherawithethe name and post-office 
address of the party sending the same, who will also advise the Stiperintendent-of thewlint of the amount 
and denomination of minor coins desired in return, and designating the city or town MOSt,convenient to 
him to which he desires such coins to be sent. Ph k 


a, 


REDEMPTION OF MINOR COINS. <" Po 8a ~~ 


Persons holding coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel, authorized by law, and desiring, their re-_ 
demption in lawful money, may forward the same for this purpose to any of the offices of redemption 
hereinafter specified, putting the coins in packages of twenty dollars each or multiples thereof, assorted arity. 
Separated by denominations and issues, as above directed in cases of forwarding for exchange, and advis- 
ing the ofticer to whom sent of the amount and kind of coin thus forwarded, and the place (New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, New Orleans, or San Francisco) at which the transfer check to be drawn by the 
Treasurer of the United States shall be made payable. 

Upon the receipt of the minor coins thus forwarded for redemption, the officer to whom they are sent 
will carefully count and examine the same, and thereupon will issue a certificate, to be at once transmitted 
by him to the Treasurer of the United States at Washington, D. 0.; which certificate shall state the 
amount of coin received, the name and address of the person, company, corporation, or firm making the 
remittance, and the place at which the transfer check shall be made payable. 

The Treasurer of the United States will, upon the receipt of this certificate, transmit to the owner of 
the coin a transfer check payable to his order, in United States currency, for the amount specified in the 
certificate, the check to be drawn upon the Assistant Treasurer of the United States in New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, New Orleans, or San Francisco, at the option of the party forwarding the coin. 

A detailed register of purchases and exchanges is hereby directed to be kept in the Mint at Phila- 
delphia, and a register of redemptions in each office of redemption. 

The expenses of transportation of the old coins thus forwarded for exchange or redemption must be 
paid by the parties forwarding them. The coin in return will be forwarded at the expense of the United 
States. 

Minor coins so mutilated that they cannot be identified, or materially reduced in value by clipping or 
otherwise, will not be exchanged or redeemed. 

The offices of redemption herein referred to are as follows: 


The Superintendent of the Mint of the United States, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Treasurer of the United States, Washington, D. C. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Boston, Mass. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, New York City, N. Y. 

The Assistant Ireasurer of the United States, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, St. Louis, Mo. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Charleston, S. C. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, New Orleans, La. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Chicago, Llinois. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, San Francisco, Cal. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Baltimore, Md. 

The United States Depositary, Buffalo, N. Y. 

The United States Depositary, Pittsburg, Pa. 

The United States Depositary, Santa Fé, N. M. 

The United States Depositary, Tucson, Arizona, 

_ Silver coins will not, in any case, be received for redemption or exchange. 

Department’s Circular instructions of April 12, 1871, March 24, 1873, and April 16, 1873, in relation 

to the purchase, exchange, and redemption of minor coins, are hereby abrogated. 


we, 
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Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
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[Abstract:] The Act of Mch. 3 /71, was repealed by the Coinage Act of 1873 & the Revised 
Statutes... 126 


Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

January 25, 1881 


Sir: 


Your letter of the 24th instant is received I have a printed copy of the Treasury circular of 
April 12, 1871, of which you sent me a copy. 


In reply I have to suggest that the provisions of the act of March 3, 1871, under which 
that circular was issued were repealed by the Coinage Act of 1873, as well as by the Revised 
Statutes, and that the circular itself was abrogated by the circular of September 24, 1874, a copy 
of which I enclose. 


The latter circular names the Mint at Philadelphia as an office of redemption although 
authority for redeeming minor coins does not appear to have been conferred upon that mint by 
the coinage act. 


It was doubtless intended to enumerate all of your official powers and duties as 
Superintendent in that act and as your Mint was limited to “exchanging” minor coins for certain 
minor coins and the “redemption” of minor coins is only made lawful for the Treasurer, Assistant 
Treasurers and Depositories, I have some doubt as to the propriety and legality of the redemption 
of such coins in lawful money being made at the Mint. But though it may be outside of your 
official duties as Superintendent as long as it does not interfere with the duties imposed upon you 
by law and the Treasurer desires and you are willing to continue the redemption of minor coins 
for him I am not disposed to object. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia. 
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[Enclosed Circular: ] 
CIRCULAR 
In Relation to the Purchase, Exchange and Redemption of the Minor Coins of the United States. 


1874. 
Department No. 93. 
Ind. Treasury No. 18. 


Treasury Department, 
September 24, 1874 


The following provisions of law, contained in the sixteenth and thirtieth sections of the 
Coinage Act of 1873, are hereby published for the information of all whom it may concern: 


“SECTION 16. That the minor coins of the United States shall be a five-cent piece, a 
three-cent piece, and a one-cent piece, and the alloy for the five and three-cent pieces shall be of 
copper and nickel, to be composed of three-fourths copper one-fourth nickel; and the alloy of the 
one-cent piece shall be ninety-five per centum of copper and five per centum of tin and zinc, in 
such proportions as shall be determined by the Director of the Mint. The weight of the piece of 
five cents shall be seventy-seven and sixteen-hundredths grains, troy; of the three-cent piece, 
thirty grains; and of the one-cent piece, forty-eight grains; which coins shall be a legal tender, at 
their nominal value, for any amount not exceeding twenty-five cents in any one payment. 


“SECTION 30. That the minor coins authorized by this act may, at the discretion of the 
Director of the Mint, be delivered in any of the principal cities and towns of the United States at 
the cost of the mint for transportation, and shall be exchangeable at par at the mint in 
Philadelphia, at the discretion of the Superintendent, for any coins of copper, bronze, or copper- 
nickel heretofore authorized by law; and it shall be lawful for the Treasurer and the several 
Assistant Treasurers and Depositaries of the United States to redeem, in lawful money, under 
such rules as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, all copper, bronze, and copper- 
nickel coins authorized by law when presented in sums of not less than twenty dollars; and 
whenever, under this authority, these coins are presented for redemption in such quantity as to 
show the amount outstanding to be redundant, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and 
required to direct that such coinage shall cease until otherwise ordered by him.” 


PURCHASE OF MINOR COINS. 
Persons desiring to purchase the minor coins issued under the above act, are informed 


that they will be issued to them in exchange, at par, for lawful money of the United States, in 
sums of twenty dollars or multiples therefor. 
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Applications for the coins must be made, in all cases, to the Superintendent of the Mint of 
the United States at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, accompanied by the necessary funds; on the 
receipt of which, or as soon thereafter as practicable, such minor coins, to the amount of the 
remittance, will be forwarded, at the cost of the mint, to any of the principal towns or cities of the 
United States as desired. 


Remittances for this purpose may also be made in post-office money orders or sight 
drafts, payable in Philadelphia or New York, to the order of said Superintendent. 


Persons making application for these minor coins will state particularly the denomination 
required — whether one, three, or five-cent pieces — and will write plainly the address to which 
the coins are to be forwarded. 


EXCHANGE OF MINOR COINS. 


The minor coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel, referred to as authorized by law 
before the passage of the Coinage Act of 1873, are as follows, viz: (1) Large copper cents issued 
prior to 1857; (2) nickel-copper cents issued from 1857 to 1864; (3) bronze cents issued from 
1964 to 1873; (4) bronze two-cent pieces; (5) copper-nickel three-cent pieces; and (6) copper- 
nickel five-cent pieces. 


Persons holding these coins and desiring their exchange for the minor coins authorized to 
be issued by the sixteenth section of the Coinage Act of 1873, above published, may present or 
forward the same for this purpose to the Superintendent of the Mint of the United States at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in packages containing twenty dollars or multiples thereof, properly 
assorted and separated by the denomination and issue above specified. 


Each package must be accompanied by a list setting forth the aggregate amount of coin 
which the package contains, and the amount of each denomination and issue, together with the 
name and post-office address of the party sending the same, who will also advise the 
Superintendent of the Mint of the amount and denomination of minor coins desired in return, and 
designating the city or town most convenient to him to which he desires such coins to be sent. 


REDEMPTION OF MINOR COINS. 


Persons holding coins of copper, bronze, or copper-nickel, authorized by law, and 
desiring their redemption in lawful money, may forward the same for this purpose to any of the 
offices of redemption hereinafter specified, putting the coins in packages of twenty dollars each 
or multiples thereof, assorted and separated by denominations and issues, as above directed in 
cases of forwarding for exchange, and advising the officer to whom sent of the amount and kind 
of coin thus forwarded, and the place (New York, Philadelphia, Boston, New Orleans, or San 
Francisco) at which the transfer check to be drawn by the Treasurer of the United States shall be 
made payable. 


The Treasurer of the United States will, upon the receipt of this certificate, transmit to the 
owner of the coin a transfer check payable to his order, in United States currency, for the amount 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 123 


specified in the certificate, the check to be drawn upon the Assistant Treasurer of the United 
States in New York, Philadelphia, Boston, New Orleans, or San Francisco, at the option of the 
party forwarding the coin. 


A detailed register of purchases and exchanges is hereby directed to be kept in the Mint at 
Philadelphia, and a register of redemptions in each office of redemption. 


The expenses of transportation of the old coins thus forwarded for exchange or 
redemption must be paid by the parties forwarding them. The coin in return will be forwarded at 
the expense of the United States. 


Minor coins so mutilated that they cannot be identified, or materially reduced in value by 
clipping or otherwise, will not be exchanged or redeemed, 


The offices of redemption herein referred to are as follows: 


The Superintendent of the Mint of the United States, Philadelphia, Pa. 
The Treasurer of the United States, Washington, D.C. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Boston, Mass. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, New York City, N.Y. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, St. Louis, Mo. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Charleston, S.C. 

The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, New Orleans, La. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Chicago, Illinois. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, San Francisco, Cal. 
The Assistant Treasurer of the United States, Baltimore, Md. 

The United States Depositary, Buffalo, N.Y. 

The United States Depositary, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The United States Depositary, Santa Fe, N.M. 

The United States Depositary, Tucson, Arizona. 


Silver coins will not, in any case, be received for redemption or exchange. 
Department’s Circular instructions of April 12, 1871, March 24, 1873, and April 16, 
1873, in relation to the purchase, exchange, and redemption of minor coins, are hereby 


abrogated. 


Chas. F. Conant. 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


